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Confidential Memorandum 

Date: September 10, 2021 

To: Texas Building Owners and Managers Association (Texas BOMA) 

From: Sarah Lacy, Locke Lord LLP 

Subject: Summary of SB 199 (Nelson/Price) relating to automated external defibrillators

When is the new law effective? SB 199 passed and was signed during Texas’s 87th Regular Legislative 
Session. The bill is effective on September 1, 2021. 

What is the subject of SB 199? The law amends Chapter 779 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, which 
regulates the use of Automated External Defibrillators (“AEDs”). AEDs are used in the event of sudden 
cardiac arrest. 

Why was SB 199 passed? In previous sessions, the legislature shielded laypersons from liability who use 
AEDs at the scene of an emergency. This led to widespread usage. SB 199 extends liability protections to 
businesses and property owners. The bill also repeals training requirements to increase usage and align with 
current technology.  The bill also ensures that an AED is regularly inspected and maintained. 

What does SB 199 do? 

1. Monthly Inspections Required – The law requires that a person or entity that owns or leases an 
AED must maintain and test the AED according to the manufacturer’s guidelines and conduct a 
monthly inspection to verify the AED is placed at its designated location, appears to be ready for 
use, and does not appear to be damaged. 

2. Immunity from Liability – The law expands liability protections related to AEDs.  Any person or 
entity that acquires an AED and any person or entity that owns, occupies, manages, or is otherwise 
responsible for the location where the AED is placed are not liable for civil damages related to the 
use or attempted use of or the failure to use the AED unless the conduct is willfully or wantonly 
negligent.  Immunity applies regardless of whether the person who uses the AED was trained. 

3. Training No Longer Required – SB 199 repeals a previous training requirement for a person or 
entity that acquired an AED. This required training in CPR and device use had previously been 
provided by local ISDs, who are no longer mandated to provide such training. 



What else should property owners know?

1. The current law requires that a person or entity that provides emergency care to a person in cardiac 
arrest by using an AED must promptly notify the local emergency medical services provider.  

2. When a person or entity acquires an AED, the person or entity must notify the local emergency 
medical services provider of the existence, location, and type of AED. 

3. Additional requirements apply if an AED is acquired that has not been approved by the United 
States Food and Drug Administration for over-the-counter sale. 


